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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from How a Free People, Conduct a Long War: Chapter
From English History The English have thus been taught that the true characteristic of public opinion, in its
judgment of a war, should be, not so much hopefulness or impatience of immediate results, but rather a stern
endurance - that King-quality of heroic constancy which, rooted deep in a profound conviction of the justice of
the cause, supports a lofty public spirit equally well in the midst of temporary disaster, and in the hour of
assured triumph. We have had no such experience here. Our people are perhaps more easily excited by success,
and more readily depressed by reverses, than the English, and it is, therefore, worth while to consider how they
carried on war on a large scale and for a protracted period. It will be found, if we mistake not, that the
denunciations of the Government, so common among us of late, and the complaints of the inactivity of the
army, have their exact counterpart in the history of the progress of all the wars in which England has been
engaged since the days of the great Rebellion. He who draws consolation from the lessons of the past, will not,
we think, seek comfort in vain when he discovers that in all those wars in which the Government and the army
have been so bitterly assailed, (except that of the American Revolution, ) England has at last been triumphant. It
is worth while, then, to look into English history to understand how war is successfully carried on,
notwithstanding the obstacles which, owing to a perverted public opinion, exist within the nation itself. These
difficulties,...
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