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Taylor Francis Ltd, United Kingdom, 2012. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 3rd Revised edition. 231 x 155 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. This book shows readers how to conduct observational methods,
research tools used to describe and explain behaviors as they unfold in everyday settings. The book now uses
both an evolutionary and a cultural perspective. The methods presented are drawn from psychology,
education, family studies, sociology, and anthropology, but the author s primary focus is on children in school,
family, and social settings. Readers learn how to make observations in real contexts to help them create a
verbal picture of behaviors they see. The importance of considering reliability and validity factors while testing
within each environment is emphasized throughout. The author draws from the literature that provides
methods for observing animals in their natural habitats, but emphasizes the use of observational methods to
solve human problems. The book is organized in the way a researcher conducts observational studies-
conceptualizing of the idea, designing and implementing the study, and writing the report. Things to think
about sections provide an opportunity for students to solidify their understanding of the material and the
Glossary defines the key terms introduced in the book. Highlights of changes in the new edition include: * The
introduction of the cultural perspective in chapter 4 along with the evolutionary (epigenetic theory) perspective
and the integration of cultural examples throughout the book. * More varied examples from developmental
psychology, family studies, and education. * Extensively revised chapter (3) on ethics reflects the current
revelations of scientific fraud and the push for researchers to maximize scientific integrity in their community. *
Updated chapter (12) reflects the latest computer technologies used in observational methods including
iPhones and Blackberrys for conducting observation, ABC Data Pro and Behavior Tracker for evaluations,
and...
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