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YEMEN. . Due to increasing concerns about instability in and threats emanating from Yemen, the Obama
administration decided to undertake a full-scale review of our Yemen policy, under the aegis of the National
Security Council, in the spring of 2009. The primary threat to U. S. interests in Yemen and a grave threat to the
secu-rity and stability of the Government of Yemen ( ROYG ) is the presence of al-Qaeda-related extremists in
the country. This threat was brought home to the American public by the attempted bombing of NWA Flight No.
253 on Christmas Day. As President Obama noted on January 2, the suspect traveled to Yemen, where it ap-
pears that he joined an affiliate of al-Qaeda, and that this group - al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula - trained
him, equipped him with those explosives, and directed him to attack that plane headed for America. The al-
Qaeda threat in Yemen is not new. Indeed, al-Qaeda has had a presence in Yemen since well before the United
States had even identified the group or recog-nized that it posed a significant threat. In 1992, al-Qaeda militants
attacked a hotel in Aden where American military personnel were staying, en route to Somalia to support the U.
N. mission. Two individuals were killed, neither of them American. In the 1990s, a series of major conspiracies
were based in Yemen, most of them aimed at Saudi Arabia. Following the attack on the USS Cole in 2000, the
Yemeni Government, with support from the United...
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