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Toward Publishing, United Kingdom, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.0Over many years of studying and reflecting the question came to
me: suppose the mothers of Jesus and John the Baptist were not two simple village girls, taken by surprise at
every turn, but young women who had been educated and rigorously prepared for their roles? And where?
Perhaps in a remote community not unlike that of the Essenes -those demanding spiritual retreats for men
only? And how? Since my perspective on the biblical stories both in the Old and New Testaments would be in
the form of a fable could | take magical liberties? Could | bring all the key women in those Testaments to meet
with Maryam and Elizabeth, starting with Eve and ending with Maryam of Magdala? Could | conjure up
mystical, magical visitations in the cool of the evening among the olive groves? Did | dare suggest the deeper
meaning of virgin as expressed for example by Meister Eckhart is wholeness in one s being? And Judas? Did |
dare to suggest - and | am not the only one - that he was not a betrayer but a most loyal friend, who accepted
the hard role he was destined to play? There is a painting in a chapel in Italy which shows him embracing Jesus
at the very moment of handing him over, the two looking into each other s eyes with loving connivance. And
the serpent ? Not evil incarnate, but the embodiment of the life force in all its strength? And God? Not a
capricious old man with a beard in the sky, but a fine vibration of colossal energy far beyond our
comprehension? Truly the greatest cosmic mystery.
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