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illustrated. 1791 edition. Excerpt: . . . jjc, L. introduction of gothic architecture, . 3Js3 vantages of this particular
kind of arch, for the purpose. . here required, which those acquainted with the principles, of mathematics, will
have no dissiculty of comprehending. Sussice it here to fay, that this is the true origin and use of the pointed
Gothic arch about. which antiquaries have hazarded so many idle conjectures. It was adopted, like eyery other
peculiarity of this stile of architecture, not froui whim or. caprice, : hut as a necessary form, happily adapted to
efsect a very valuable mechanical. purpose. . lji after times, when the knowledge of the principles of the
architecture. of. fttehes came to be little understood, this, like every other form of an arch, was frequently
employed, where It was the most improper that could have been adopted. But need we be iurprised at that,
when, in our own days, we have seen the Catenarian arcl) warmly recommended as the very best form that
could be adopted for the arches of a bridge, which admitted of abutments undeniably sirm and stable, and
where the arches were alfo of a very large span. In fome case, however, where the artist found it convenient to
flatten a little the middle. he contrived to counterbalance the greater lateral pressure. which that occasioned,
by rearing on the outside of the ohurch. a range of segrrients of arches, which sprung from the inside of the
pinnacle reared upon the top of...
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