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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from A Critical History of Philosophical Theories
Philosophy is the result obtained by the employment of reason in the discovery of those fundamental principles
that give unity and harmony to knowledge. It seeks to reduce complexity to simplicity, and multiplicity to unity,
and to find the ultimate reality. Facts acquired by observation arc explained by reason. The history of
philosophy is the record of these speculations and their results. A critical history of philosophy is a
discriminating examination of the theories of the philosophers of the various schools, in order to test and
confirm their truth, to expose their errors, to trace the relations of the different systems, the conflict of their
principles, the occasions of their appearance, and the order of their development. To understand the principles
maintained by the philosophers of the various schools, the conflict of their principles, the reasons for their
theories, and the connection of the various systems, is to understand philosophy itself. The phenomenal world is
the product of two factors-the external world and the human mind; philosophy deals with both. Uncritical
thought accepts appearance as the sole reality. Science classifies phenomena and determines their laws, while
philosophy attempts to find a rational explanation of phenomena as facts of experience. That is, Science treats
of phenomena and their laws, while philosophy seeks for causes and the rational explanation of phenomena.
Nothing can be more interesting or more stimulating to thought than the study of the relations of philosophy
and science. It will be found that no system of philosophy is without some merit, though it may be only a crude
beginning, or a one-sided attempt to give an account of...
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