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many things are said pro and con, --so many said in one connection and denied in another, --that the eFect is
very confusing. Thus we are told that the state of the slaves is one of blissful contentment; that they would not
take freedom as a giI; that their family relations are only now and then invaded; that they are a stupid race,
almost sunk to the condition of animals; that generally they are kindly treated, and c. In reading over some two
hundred Southern newspapers this fall, the author has been struck with the very graphic and circumstantial
pictures, which occur in all of them, describing fugitive slaves. From these descriptions one may learn a vast
many things. The author will here give an assortment of them, taken at random. It is a commentary on the
contented state of the slave population that the writer finds two or three always, and oIen many more, in every
one of the hundreds of Southern papers examined. In reading the following little sketches of slaves as they are,
let the reader notice: 1. The colour and complexion of the majority of them. 2. That it is customary either to
describe slaves by some scar, or to say, No scars recollected. 3. The intelligence of the parties advertised....
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