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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1896 Excerpt: .and the best quality of materials can be obtained for all construction
work by making the requirements for same specific and definite. It is only by test requirements that the qualities
of a paving brick can be accurately defined. Again, a continual demand for a better quality of brick, which
reliable experiments indicate can be obtained, forces the manufacturer to supply the demand by raising the
standard of his product. The points which appear to establish the necessity of testing paving brick are: 1. There
is no other method of determining the quality. 2. It is the only method by which the qualities demanded can be
definitely and specifically stated. 3. It is the only method of judging quality which is fair to both the
manufacturer and citizens. 4. The quality of the material is continually improved. It is claimed by many
engineers that the fitness of a brick for paving purposes can only be determined by submitting it to actual wear
in the street, and that no system of testing has been devised which will determine whether a brick possesses the
qualities necessary for a good paving material. Even among the men who admit the necessity and appreciate
the value of tests, there is a wide difference of opinion as to those which are necessary, and the methods of
conducting same. The amount of absorption in a specified time is used by some cities as the single criterion of
the quality of a brick, while...
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