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Excerpt: . the formation of character, the strengthening of the
will power, and the development of self-activity, all of which
are of vital consequence. Several counties in Massachusetts
maintain Truant Schools which are practically farm schools.
The boys are employed largely at farm work and in the care of
live stock, says the report of the Essex County Truant School: In
winter the boys have carpentry, printing, and caning chairs.
The average age of boys committed is only 11 4 years. Out-of-
door work is practically impossible in the large John Worthy
School (the Parental School of Chicago), owing to lack of
room. Hence much is made of manual-training and bench and
lathe work of all sorts. The smaller boys work at card-board,
paper, raffia, decoration, drawing, sketching, coloring and
pyrography work, while telegraphy and typewriting are
features that are well developed for the older boys,...
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