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Societies and Strikes. Report of the Committee on Trades-Societies, appointed by the National Association for
the Promotion of Social Science. 1860. 2. Trades-Unions and Strikes: their Philosophy and Intention. By T. J.
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Circular. 1866. Report of the Conference of Trades Delegates of the United Kingdom, held at Sheffield, July 17-
21, 1866. The history of attempts to adjust the relation between workmen and their employers in England,
extends over a period of more than five hundred years. The first Statute regulating wages was passed in 1350,
after a great plague had thinned the labouring class, and when the survivors, taking advantage of the small
supply of workmen, were claiming an advance of wages. The animus of the Legislature of the day is shown in
the preamble, where this very natural desire is ascribed to idleness and malice, and declared to be the cause of
great damage of the great men, and impoverishing of all the commonalty. Farm-labourers were bound down
to a certain rate of wages, under penalty of three days in the stocks for disobedience to the law; while workmen
in the building trades were exposed to fine and imprisonment at the discretion of the Justices. At an early
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